THE    NEW    DANUBIA
return of a long strip of South Slovakia and Ruthenia
from Czecho-Slovakia Colonel Beck and his military
colleagues, in order to assist that realization of the joint
Polish-Hungarian plan to annex most of Slovakia and
all Ruthenia, thus obtaining a common Polish-Hun-
garian frontier, decided that Poland must control the
vital railway in the north, just as Hungary would have
to control the southern line. Otherwise, German troops
could be rapidly rushed the whole length of Slovakia-
Ruthenia, separating Poland from Hungary, and
menacing both Rumania and the Polish rear. In the
event Polish troops occupied Teschen-Bohumin before
Hungary had obtained any territory from Czecho-
slovakia under the Vienna award of the German and
Italian arbitrators; and at the end of November 1938
Polish forces proceeded to occupy more Moravian-
Silesian territory, together with the Czech rail junction
at Cadca, before the due date for occupation. The pos-
session of the Bohumin junction gives Poland control
of all direct rail connexions between Czecho-Slovakia
and German or Polish Silesia. It enables Poland to cut
almost every rail connexion between three countries,
and to prevent Germany from penetrating the Moravian
Gap.
Consequently the only east-west railway between
Prague, Bratislava, and Slovakia-Ruthenia fell under
Polish or Hungarian control, as the railway connexions
between Prague and Bratislava were already having to
pass at two separate points through new German terri-
tories.
One or two curious details in this story of altered